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FOREWORD 

The "Ventura County Road Standards" establishes uniform policies and procedures for the 

design and construction of County roads and appurtenances.  

This manual is not a textbook or a substitute for engineering knowledge, experience or 

judgment. Neither does it impose any standard of conduct or duty to the public. Instead, the 

methods and procedures contained in this manual should be reviewed by the engineer 

using them to determine applicability to the project on which he is working.  

When methods and procedures are not applicable, the engineer should request a variance.  

CIVIL ENGINEERS IN CHARGE OF ROAD STANDARDS  
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Civil Engineers  Registration Number  Standards Dated  

W. W. Macmillan  6954  Before 1962  

T. M. Morgan  8634  1962-1991  

R. E. Quinn Jr.  29614  1991-2000  

A. T. Pringle  50408  2000-2009  

P. L. Nelson  76144  2009-2013 

H.L. Schwind 33532 2013 

 



 

COUNTY OF VENTURA GUIDE TO ENGINEERS, DEVELOPERS 
AND CONTRACTORS  

The following publications have been adopted by the County for regulating the design and 
construction of public improvements constructed by developers; work performed under County or 
Watershed Protection District permits; land grading; water systems; and sanitary sewer systems: 
 

1. Ventura County Road Standards (RdStd) 
2. Ventura County Water Works Manual and Sewerage Manual (VCWWM & VCSM). 
3. Standard Specifications for Public Works Construction (SSPWC). 
4. Standard Land Development Specifications (SLDS) which adopt supplement and modify  SSPWC. 
5. Ventura County Water Works Districts Nos. 1, 16, 17, and 19; Ventura County Service Areas 29 

and 30; and Lake Sherwood Community Services District Rules and Regulations (R&R). 
6. Standard Plans for Public Works Construction (SPPWC). 
7. State Standard Plans from CALTRANS (SSP). 
8. Land Development Manual. 
9. Standard cover sheets for grading 

10. Individual project plans and specifications (P&S).  
 

Developers and Contractors -Use SLDS (which adopts and modifies SSPWC); SPPWC and SSP 
where specified in the P&S; Grading Cover Sheet and P&S.  

NOTE:  The Ventura County Standard Designs are no longer being published 
and should not be used as a reference. Use SPPWC in their place.  Where SPPWC 
does not contain an appropriate design, SSP may be used. If neither have the needed 
feature, details of the feature must be shown in the P&S.  

Engineers -Use RdStd, VCWWM and VCSM (also R&R in Districts listed in 5 above) as the general 
requirements for design. Do not assume contractors have copies of these publications so don't make 
references to plates or formulas from these documents in the P&S. Material in SLDS, SSPWC, 
SPPWC, and SSP may be referred to in the P&S as contractors may be assumed to have copies of 
these publications.  

The scope of each publication is contained within that publication. The publications should be used 
as follows:  
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FUTURE AMENDMENTS TO THIS MANUAL  

Amendments to this manual may be issued from time to time.  Users of this 
publication may contact the Agency to determine the latest revision date. See the 
"Revision" pages herein that list the latest date for each page. To ascertain the 
current purchase price and postage charge for the manual or to purchase an 
updated edition, contact the Agency at the address shown below. Individual pages 
may also be purchased at the standard price for Xerox copies. The latest version of 
this manual is available free on the Agency’s web site:  

http://www.ventura.org 

In header click Departments, then below, click: Public Works Agency, Then 

 Select: Engineering Services, then click on Standards, Manuals, and Links. 

In the list click on Road Standards [PDF]. 
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Agency:  Public Works Agency Engineering Services Department County 
Surveyor's Public Counter 800 South Victoria Avenue Ventura, 
California 93009-1670  

Location:  The County Surveyor's Public Counter is at the Ventura County 
Government Center, Hall of Administration, Third floor, at the top of 
the escalator from the main entrance atrium.  

Phone:  (805) 654-2068  
 



  

VENTURA COUNTY ROAD STANDARDS INDEX  

A-SERIES PLATES - DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION POLICIES  

A-1 DESIGN POLICIES 
A-1a  DESIGN POLICIES (Continued) 
A-2  GENERAL NOTES  
A-2a  GENERAL NOTES (Continued) 
A-3 MATERIALS TESTING 
A-4  DRAINAGE A-4a DRAINAGE (Continued) 
A-4b  DRAINAGE (Continued)  
A-4c DRAINAGE (Continued)  
A-4d  DRAINAGE (Continued) - Residential Through Curb Drain Retrofit 
A-5 FOUNDATION AND SLOPES 
A-6  ASPHALT CONCRETE PAVEMENT DESIGN 
A-6a ASPHALT CONCRETE PAVEMENT DESIGN (Continued) 
A-6b  ASPHALT CONCRETE PAVEMENT DESIGN (Continued) 
A-6c ASPHALT CONCRETE PAVEMENT DESIGN (Continued) 
A-6d ASPHALT CONCRETE PAVEMENT DESIGN (Continued 
A-7  PCC PAVEMENT DESIGN  

B-SERIES PLATES--ROAD CROSS-SECTION  
B-1  SECTION INDEX AND NOTES 
B-1a  SECTION INDEX AND NOTES (Continued)  
B-1b  SECTION INDEX AND NOTES (Continued) 
B-2  CONTROLLED ACCESS PRIMARY AND SECONDARY  
B-3  SECONDARY FREE ACCESS AND COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL ROADS  
B-4  RESIDENTIAL ROADS URBAN WITH PARKWAYS (DELETED)  
B-5  RESIDENTIAL ROADS URBAN WITHOUT PARKWAYS  
B-5a  RESIDENTIAL ROADS URBAN WITHOUT PARKWAYS (Continued)  
B-6  RESIDENTIAL ROADS FOR HILLSIDE & R.P.D. CONCEPT DEVELOPMENT (DELETED)  
B-7  RURAL ROADS WITHOUT CURBS  

 C-SERIES PLATES - SPECIAL RIGHT OF WAY REQUIREMENTS  

C-2 CUL-DE-SAC TYPE I  
C-3 CUL-DE-SAC TYPE II  
C-4 ROAD INTERSECTION "L" SHAPE 
C-5  CUL-DE-SAC TYPE III (III-L & III-R)  

D-SERIES PLATES - INTERSECTIONS AND VERTICAL ALIGNMENT  
D-1  SIGHT DISTANCE - VERTICAL CURVES SI UNITS  
D-1a  SIGHT DISTANCE - VERTICAL CURVES (US UNITS)  
D-5  PRIMARY AND SECONDARY ROADS INTERSECTIONS 
D-6 RURAL ROAD INTERSECTION  
D-7  RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL TRANSITION-PERMANENT CONSTRUCTION  
D-9  TRANSITION AT INTERSECTION 
D-10  SIDEWALK WIDENING AT OBSTRUCTIONS  
D-11 PRIMARY AND SECONDARY ROAD WITH RURAL ROAD INTERSECTION  
D-13  BUS TURNOUT  
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VENTURA COUNTY ROAD STANDARDS INDEX  

E -SERIES PLATES - SIDEWALKS, DRIVEWAYS AND GUTTERS  

E-1  CURBS & GUTTERS  

E-2 RESIDENTIAL DRIVEWAY  

E-2a  COMMERCIAL DRIVEWAY  

E-3  SIDEWALKS AND SURFACE ACCESS CLOSURES  

E-4  SURVEY MONUMENT  

E-6  RURAL DRIVEWAY ADT>1000  

E-7  URAL DRIVEWAY ADT<1000  

E-9  SPEED HUMP  

E-10  TRENCH BEDDING AND BACKFILL IN EXISTING PAVEMENTS 

E-11  SPEED CUSHION  

F-SERIES PLATES - TRAFFIC CONTROL AND LIGHTING  

F-1  TEMPORARY TERMINATION OF ROAD IMPROVEMENTS 

F-4  INTERSECTION ROAD NAME SIGN  

F-4 INTERSECTION ROAD NAME SIGN (Specifications)  

F-6  INTERSECTION LIGHTING  

F-7  ELECTROLIER LOCATION  

F-8  ADVANCE ROAD NAME SIGN  

F-9  ROADWAY LIGHTING  

APPENDICES  

I  PEDESTAL PLACEMENT POLICY  

II  ENCROACHMENT ORDINANCE EXCERPTS  

III  REVISED SPEED HUMP / CUSHION POLICY  

IV  SPEED HUMP / CUSHION GUIDELINES  
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APPENDIX I  

COUNTY OF VENTURA PEDESTAL PLACEMENT POLICY  

A "pedestal" is an above-ground structure which often serves as a junction or service box for utility 
company facilities. These pedestals are used by companies such as cable television, telephone and 
electric. It is the preference of the County of Ventura that utility boxes be at ground level when located 
within the road right of way, or located outside of the road right of way. However, the County 
recognizes undergrounding is not always operationally or economically practical and, therefore, 
establishes the following policy for the placement of utility pedestals. For the purpose of these policies, 
pedestals will be broken into two categories, "small" and "large". Small pedestals are defined as being 
less than 0.6 m (24") in height and less than 0.3 m  (12") by 0.3 m  (12") in area. Large pedestals will 
be all others.  

1) Where curb and gutter, parkway and sidewalk exists or is proposed, the small pedestal should 
be placed behind the sidewalk or outside of the road right of way, and the large pedestal may 
be placed in the parkway.  

2) Where only curb and gutter exists or is proposed, the small pedestal should be placed a 
minimum distance of 1.5 m (5') behind the curb or outside of the road right of way, and the 
large pedestal may be placed behind the curb and gutter.  

3) For all other roads, the pedestal should be placed a minimum distance of 3 m (10') from the 
edge of pavement for roads without paved shoulders or a minimum of 1.5 m (5') from the edge 
of pavement for roads with 1.5 m (5') or more paved shoulders.  

4) Exceptions, waivers or variances to these policies may be granted on a case-by-case basis 
with review and approval by the Road Commissioner or his authorized representative.  

5) This policy is not retroactive.  

Adopted by the Board of Supervisors on September 16, 1986  

03-14-00  



APPENDIX II  

EXCERPTS FROM ORDINANCE GOVERNING ENCROACHMENTS 
ON COUNTY HIGHWAYS  

Section 12404 - PRESERVATION OF SURVEY MONUMENTS - A monument set for the purpose of 
preserving survey points, lines or elevation shall not be removed or disturbed without first obtaining 
permission from the Commissioner. Replacement of a removed or disturbed monument shall be done 
by a registered civil engineer or a licensed land surveyor and shall be at the expense of the permittee.  

Section 12408 -MINIMUM COVER - The minimum cover over any pipe or conduit installed under any 
public highway shall be 0.8 m ( 30") of material measured vertically from the existing or proposed 
flowline of the nearest gutter to the top of the pipe or conduit. If a gutter flowline is not established, the 
cover shall be 0.8 m (30") of material measured from the surface of the nearest outermost edge of the 
traveled way to the top of the pipe or conduit. Where there are existing curbs and gutters or where 
curbs and gutters are under construction, utilities may maintain a minimum 0.4 m (16") of cover 
starting one foot back of the curbline in the parkway or sidewalk areas. The Commissioner may permit 
the installation of pipes or conduits at lesser depths where the required cover cannot be provided or 
where the Commissioner determines that special construction techniques will be employed which will 
preclude the need for greater depth and will produce a more beneficial installation.  

03-14-00  



APPENDIX III  

11-12-13  



 

APPENDIX  IV 
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Numbering of plates with the same basic number has varied with different editions of these 
Standards, i.e. "A-4.3" ,"A-4c" and "A-4C" all refer to the same plate. The 1999 revisions have 
standardized the numbering system in the style "A-4a".  

 * There are two revisions with the same letter designation. 
 ** When A-4 (Curb Drain) was added, it was marked original. 
The dates show their effective periods of application.  

06-19-01  

 

 ROAD STANDARDS - Revision Dates  Page 1 of 6 pages  

PLATE  Original  Rev. A  Rev. B  Rev. C  Rev. D  Rev. E  Rev. F  

A-1  02/06/62  03/26/68  06/12/73  03/04/75  04/15/80 
02/19/91  

12/16/97  03-14-00  

A-1a  01/27/98  03-14-00       

A-2  02/06/62  03/26/68  06/12/73  04/15/80  01/05/82  01/28/86  02/19/91  

A-2a  04/15/80  02/19/91  12/16/97  03-14-00     

A-3  02/06/62  03/26/68  06/12/73  04/15/80 
02/19/91  

03-14-00    

A-3a  04/15/80  Deleted 
03-14-00  

     

A-4  02/06/62  03/26/68  04/15/80  03-14-00     

A-4a  04/15/80 
02/19/91  

03-14-00       

A-4b  04/15/80  02/19/91  03-14-00      

A-4c  04/15/80  11/10/81  01/28/91 
02/19/91  

03-14-00     

A-4d Text 
**  

11/10/81  09/27/83  12/09/86  05/12/87  05/09/89  03-14-00 
Deleted  

 

A-4d Curb 

Drain  

03-14-00        

A-4e  12/09/86  05/09/89  Deleted 
03-14-00  

    

A-5  02/06/62  03/26/68  04/15/80  01/28/86  03-14-00    

A-6  02/06/62  03/26/68  04/15/80  03-14-00     

A-6a  04/15/80  03-14-00       

A-6b  04/15/80  03-14-00       

A-6c  04/15/80  11/16/82  03-14-00      

A-6d  04/15/80  03-14-00       

A-7  02/06/62  03/26/68  06/12/73  Deleted 
04/15/80  

12/16/97  03-14-00  
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 ROAD STANDARDS - Revision Dates  Page 2 of 6 pages  

PLATE  Rev G  Rev. H  Rev. H  Rev. J  Rev. K  Rev. L  Rev. M  

A-1         

A-1a         

A-2  03-14-00        

A-2a         

A-3         

A-3a         

A-4         

A-4a         

A-4b         

A-4c         

A-4d         

A-4e         

A-5         

A-6         

A-6a         

A-6b         

A-6c         

A-6d         

A-7         

 



 

 

03-20-01  

 

 ROAD STANDARDS - Revision Dates  Page 3 of 6 pages  

PLATE  Original  Rev. A  Rev. B  Rev. C  Rev. D  Rev. E  Rev. F  

B-1  02/06/62  03/01/66  03/26/68  06/12/73  04/15/80  02/19/91  03-14-00  

B-1a  04/15/80  07/19/83  01/28/86  02/19/91  12/16/97  03-14-00   

B-1b  01/28/86  02/19/91  12/16/97  03-14-00     

B-2  02/06/62  03/01/66  03/26/68  06/12/73  04/15/80  07/19/83  01/28/86  

B-3  02/06/62  03/01/66  06/12/73  04/15/80  07/19/83  01/28/86  12/09/86  

B-4  02/06/62  03/01/66  06/12/73  04/15/80  07/19/83  01/28/86  Deleted 
02/19/91  

B-5  02/06/62  03/01/66  06/12/73  04/15/80  07/19/83  01/28/86  02/19/91  

B-5a  None  None  None  None  None  None  02/19/91  

B-6  02/06/62  03/01/66  06/12/73  04/15/80  10/21/80  07/19/83  01/28/86  

B-7  02/06/62  03/01/66  06/12/73  04/15/80  01/28/86  12/09/86  03-14-00  

B-8  03/01/66  03/26/68  06/12/73  Deleted 
04/15/80  

   

B-9  03/01/66  03/26/68  06/12/73  Deleted 
04/15/80  

   

B-10  03/01/66  03/26/68  06/12/73  Deleted 
04/15/80  

   

B-11  03/26/68  06/12/73  Deleted 
04/15/80  

    

B-12  03/26/68  06/12/73  Deleted 
04/15/80  

    

B-13  03/26/68  06/12/73  Deleted 
04/15/80  

    

B-14  10/03/78  Deleted 
04/15/80  
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 ROAD STANDARDS - Revision Dates  Page 4 of 6 pages  

PLATE  Rev. G  Rev. H  Rev. I  Rev. J  Rev. K  Rev. L  Rev. M  

B-1         

B-1a         

B-1b         

B-2  12/09/86  02/19/91  03-14-00  03-20-01     

B-3  02/19/91  03-14-00  03-20-01      

B-4  Deleted 
02/19/91  

      

B-5  03-14-00        

B-5a  03-14-00        

B-6  12/09/86  Deleted 
02/19/91  

     

B-7         

B-8         

B-9         

B-10         

B-11         

B-12         

B-13         

B-14         

 



 

 

12-17-02  

 

 ROAD STANDARDS - Revision Dates  Page 5 of 6 pages  

PLATE  Original  Rev. A  Rev. B  Rev. C  Rev. D  Rev. E  Rev. F  

C-1  02/06/62  03/26/68  Deleted 
09/27/83  

    

C-2  02/06/62  03/26/68  03/01/83  01/28/86  02/19/91  03-14-00   

C-3  02/06/62  03/26/68  06/12/73  03/01/83  02/19/91  03-14-00   

C-4  02/06/62  03/26/68  03/01/83  02/19/91  03-14-00    

C-5  03-14-00        

D-1  02/06/62  03/01/66  06/12/73  12/09/86  12/16/97 
03-14-00*  

03-14-00   

D-1a  03-14-00        

D-2  02/06/62  03/26/68  Deleted 
02/19/91  

    

D-3  03/01/66  Deleted 
02/19/91  

     

D-4  03/01/66  Deleted 
02/19/91  

     

D-5  03/01/66  03/26/68  06/12/73  09/27/83  03-14-00  03-20-01  12-17-02  

D-6  03/26/68  06/12/73  04/15/80  09/27/83  03-14-00    

D-7  03/26/68  09/27/83  02/19/91  03-14-00     

D-8  06/12/73  Deleted 
03-14-00  

     

D-9  10/03/78  09/27/83  03-14-00      

D-10  10/03/78  04/15/80  03-14-00      

D-11  04/15/80  09/27/83  03-14-00      

D-12  09/27/83  Deleted 
03-14-00  

     

D-13  01/28/86  05/20/86  03-14-00      

 
 

 D-1 Rev E was marked as Rev D until corrected on 06-19-01.  
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 ROAD STANDARDS - Revision Dates  Page 6 of 6 pages  

PLATE  Original  Rev. A  Rev. B  Rev. C  Rev. D  Rev. E  Rev. F  

E-1  02/06/62  03/26/68  06/12/73  01/28/86  12/16/97  03-14-00   

E-1a  01/28/86  Deleted 
12/16/97  

     

E-2  02/06/62  03/26/68  06/12/73  12/16/97  03-14-00    

E-2a  12/16/97  03-14-00       

E-3  02/06/62  03/26/68  06/12/73  11/16/82  12/16/97  03-14-00   

E-4  02/06/62  03/26/68  06/12/73  04/15/80  12/16/97  03-14-00   

E-5  02/06/62  03/26/68  06/12/73  03/04/75  10/03/78  01/28/86  Deleted 
12/16/97  

E-6  02/06/62  06/12/73  03-14-00  12-17-02     

E-7  02/06/62  06/12/73  03-14-00  03-20-01     

E-8  12/23/74  09/27/83  Deleted 
12/16/97  

    

E-9  06/19/01  11/12/13      

E-10a  12/17/02  06/21/05       

E-10b  12/17/02  06/21/05       

E-11  11/12/13        

F-1  02/06/62  06/12/73  04/12/77  02/09/82  03-14-00    

F-2  02/06/62  03/26/68  Deleted 
06/12/73  

    

F-3  02/06/62  Deleted 
06/12/73  

     

F-4  02/06/62  03/26/68  06/12/73  11/16/82  03-14-00  12-17-02   

F-4a  03-14-00        

F-5  02/06/62  Deleted 
06/12/73  

     

F-6  03/26/68  03-14-00       

F-7  03/26/68  03-14-00       

F-8  02/06/62  06/12/73  11/16/82  03-14-00     

F-9  04/01/69  None  02/19/91  03-14-00     

F-10  04/01/69  Deleted 
02/19/91  

     

 


